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Referral traffic change year on year
% change November 2024 to November 2025

Channel Global us Europe
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Google
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Facebook h n b

X s E .

All referrals m m _

Source: Chartbeat via Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism’s

Journalism and Technology Trends and Predictions 2026 report *
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Publisher perceptions on how content needs to be refocused in the era of Al

Net difference between the proportion saying each is more/less important to focus on in the era of AL Areas where journalism can be
distinctive, human and harder to replicate in turquoise. Areas likely to be commoditised by Al chatbots/aggregators in pink.

Original investigations/on the ground reporting
Contextual analysis (explanation, framing)
Community building (live journalism/events)
Human stories

Fact-checking/verification
Opinionfcommentary

Breaking news (live coverage)

Q&A type articles

Evergreen content

General news

Service journalism

Q413. Thinking more widely about how journalism can compete in the era of AI, which of the following will be more or less important for newsrooms to

focus on? Base = 264
Source: Journalism, media, and technology trends and predictions 2026
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Where publishers plan to put more and less effort in 2026

Net difference between the proportion planning to put more effort and those planning to put less effort into each platform

Top priorities
YouTube

Al platforms

TikTok

Alternative traffic sources

Instagram
LinkedIn
WhatsApp

Google Discover

New this year
Substack, Beehiiv

Not a priority
Apple News

BlueSky

Publishers are putting less efforts into these platforms
Facebook

Google Search (old style)

X

Q6 . When it comes to distribution and engagement via third - party platforms, will you be putting more or less effort into the following in the coming year? Base =

268
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